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Your support paved the way… for a
wonderful new development at this year’s
Labor Day REACH Camp. A teenage mother
and her baby joined us. Both were infected
with HIV through appalling circumstances.
God blessed them, and us, throughout the
weekend. She blossomed and left saying,
“I’ve gotten to grieve and cry with everybody
in the best way possible. Everybody knows
my past and has accepted me.”
Typically, in our fall edition, we give you a
detailed report on the camp activities and
survey results. This year, we have taken a
different approach. Based on our 22-year
history of serving families, we share with you
how HIV may affect this new teenage mother
and baby through all their life stages leading to
adulthood. I know you will find it enlightening.
In addition to this new family, we welcomed
other first-time families. They sought us out for
support, and left overjoyed to have a safe
community who “get it.” On the next page,
please see the update on our new initiatives
to reach even more families, teens, and young
adults like these.
Thank you for your service, prayers, and
support. You are a member of our REACH
family too!

Please remember REACH in your year-end
giving. We have over 100 devoted volunteers.
Their collective annual volunteer hours are
equivalent to our annual paid staff hours.
That means every $1 of your support gives $2
worth of hands-on acceptance, hope, and
service to our REACH families. Making an
annual or ongoing monthly gift takes 5
minutes on our secure website:
www.REACHministries.org/donate
Once there, click on:
Or, you may make a one-time or ongoing
monthly gift using the enclosed envelope.
Thank you!
If you are age 70½ or older and have an IRA,
you are required to take a minimum
distribution each year. The distribution is
usually considered ordinary income and
taxed as such. However, if you direct your IRA
custodian to send all or part of the required
distribution directly to REACH by December
31st, that amount is exempt from tax,
resulting in a larger gift to REACH and
reduced income tax for you.
Learn more at
www.REACHministries.org/donate or
contact Dan Stoehr at (253) 383-7616 or
dstoehr@REACHministries.org.

Update We are Making Great Progress!

This year we enthusiastically launched three new initiatives for the years 2017-2020. Why? We
already serve over 300 family members and single young adults, of which 80 are HIV-positive.
However, there are hundreds more in our region who need the acceptance, safe community, joy,
and trust we offer. We are already achieving encouraging results in 2017:

1. Connect with more adoptive families
For many years, it has been exceptionally rare for babies in
the U.S. to be born with HIV. Most new REACH families are
those who adopt HIV-positive children from overseas.
Plan: Cultivate referral relationships with additional pediatric
healthcare facilities and international adoption agencies.
Welcome three new families per year.
2017 Result: We successfully established referral relationships
with several organizations, and three new families joined
REACH. Two of those have already fully assimilated at REACH
Camp 2017.

2. Welcome HIV-positive mothers and their
families
Even if their children are not HIV-positive, these are still families
affected by HIV, facing the same fears and rejection as our current
families.
Plan: Build referral relationships with adult HIV clinics and organizations providing HIV social services. Welcome 10 new families by 2020.
2017 Results: We successully established new referral relationships
with one clinic and two organizations, who are enthusiastic about
how our mission complements their services.

3. Serve teens and young adults who contract HIV
Nationwide, there are approximately 15,000 new HIV infections
annually among young people aged 13-24 years. Many are right here in
our local communities.
Plan: Foster referral relationships with organizations already
serving this difficult to reach population. Welcome 25 HIV-positive
teens and young adults by 2020.
2017 Result: We successfully established several new referral
relationships. Ahead of our timeline, one new teen who contracted HIV
“on the streets” attended REACH Camp 2017.

Will you help?

The REACH Board of Directors,through their personal gifts, created a $10,000
matching fund to advance our new initiatives. Make a gift and have it doubled
by our Board!
Go to www.REACHministries.org/donate
Once there, click on the donation button.
Then choose “My donation is for: Board of Directors matching fund.”

